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I. Context and objective of the research

This report discusses the results of an opinion survey on Kingdom Relations that was

conducted among European Dutch people in December 2024.' The opinion survey was
organised in the framework of the Chair of Democratic representation in the Kingdom,
which was established in 2024 by the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations. This
chair is held by Prof. Wouter Veenendaal, professor by special appointment at Leiden
University. He is seconded to the chair at the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast
Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV-KNAW).

The chair focuses on the nature and quality of democratic representation in the Kingdom
of the Netherlands. Four learning lines will be examined in more detail: 1) the character
of politics and democracy in the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom, 2) the democratic
representation of the Caribbean islands within the Kingdom, 3) the perception of Kingdom
relations in the Netherlands, and 4) comparisons with other autonomous and non-
sovereign territories.

The opinion survey took place in the context of the third learning trajectory. The
Netherlands is the largest country in the Kingdom, and policy on Kingdom relations is
largely determined and set out by politicians elected by the European Dutch population.
It is therefore very relevant to know what European Dutch people think about Kingdom
relations. However, Kingdom relations do not play a significant role in the Dutch social
debate, and little attention is paid to the Kingdom in Dutch politics, the media and
education. As a result, there is no good picture of the opinions of European Dutch people
about the Kingdom. Moreover, we do not know to what extent these opinions are reflected
by Dutch politicians and political parties. This leads to a lack of clarity about the
representation of European Dutch citizens in the field of Kingdom Relations.

Despite the lack of research, there are strong assumptions about the opinions of European
Dutch people about the Kingdom both on the Caribbean islands and in the European
Netherlands. These assumptions are partly inspired by the few opinion surveys about the
Kingdom that have been conducted in recent decades. These two studies were conducted
by Maurice de Hond, in 2008 and 2015 respectively. The latest survey was commissioned
by the PVV, and showed that a majority of respondents would

! 'European Dutch nationals' refers to Dutch citizens who live in the European part of the Kingdom. This
can also be people with a (partly) non-European background.



want the Netherlands to sever ties with the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom.” However,
the question posed by this study was quite suggestive,3 so its conclusions should be
carefully weighed.

The aim of the 2024 own opinion survey was to obtain a valid and thorough picture of the
opinions of European Dutch people about the Kingdom by means of a neutrally
formulated, balanced and relatively extensive questionnaire. The opinion survey also
complements an opinion survey on

Kingdom Relations that was held in the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom in 2015.*

By comparing the results of these opinion surveys, it can be seen how differently or similarly
people think about the Kingdom and Kingdom relations on both sides of the Atlantic.

2.  Design of the study

To ensure the greatest possible reliability, the survey was conducted among the LISS
panel, which is known as one of the highest quality online panels in the Netherlands. The
LISS panel is managed by the independent institute Centerdata, an official partner of
Tilburg University. The panel is used by a large number of researchers, for a wide variety
of

research projects.”

The LISS panel consists of approximately 7,500 panel members from about 5,000
households. The panel was established on the basis of a representative sample of
households from the population register of Statistics Netherlands (CBS); self-registration
is not

possible. The panel members periodically fill in online questionnaires with an average
completion time of 30 minutes, and for this they receive a modest financial compensation.®

The opinion survey on Kingdom Relations consisted of a short questionnaire with a total
duration of about 3 minutes. At the beginning of the opinion survey, three knowledge
questions were asked to measure respondents' background knowledge about the
Kingdom.

Zhtt ps://w w w.nu.nl /p ol itie k/ 41 40 21 8/me erd erheid -ned erl and ers -wil-vol gens-p v v -af- van-ant ill

en.htm | .

*For example, the question about independence was: In the Netherlands Antilles [sic] there is regular
financial mismanagement and/or fraud. Do you think that this is a reason for the Netherlands to strengthen
its ties with those islands?

completely disconnect? To this question, 61% of the respondents answered in the affirmative, 33% in the
negative, and 6% indicated that they did not know the answer or did not want to answer.
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“Wouter Veenendaal (2016). Final report CCC Opinion Survey. Leiden: KITLV.
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These global knowledge questions were followed by a question in which respondents
reported their familiarity with

Kingdom relations. This was followed by a brief, factual explanation of the structure of the
Kingdom and Kingdom relations.” Subsequently, nine statements were presented to
respondents on specific themes in Kingdom Relations,

which could be answered with a four-point scale ("strongly agree" to "strongly disagree").
These statements were offered randomly, i.e. for each respondent in a different order, to
overcome any sequencing effects of sequential questions. Eight questions were then
asked about the role that the Netherlands should or should not play with regard to specific
issues on the Caribbean islands. These questions were again offered randomized and
could be answered based on a seven-point scale, ranging from "do nothing at all" (1) to
"do a lot about it" (7). Finally, respondents had the opportunity to provide (open)
comments on the questionnaire.

3. Response

The opinion survey was conducted among a random — and therefore presumably
representative — group of 3,657 members of the LISS panel. 814 of the selected
respondents did not complete the questionnaire, 2,843 respondents did; This is a
response rate of 77.7%. Of the respondents who did complete the questionnaire, 21
respondents did not complete the questionnaire and 2,822 did. This means that a fully
completed questionnaire is available for 77.2% of the respondents. Compared to other
questionnaires in the LISS panel, this is a relatively high response; The average response
rate is around 70%.

’That explanation was as follows:

"In addition to the European Netherlands, the Kingdom of the Netherlands consists of six islands in the
Caribbean. There are three Caribbean countries in the Kingdom, namely Aruba, Curagao and Sint Maarten.
The three Caribbean islands of Bonaire, Saba and St. Eustatius are special municipalities of the
Netherlands. Until 2010, five of these six Caribbean islands formed the Netherlands Antilles; Aruba has been
a separate country in the Kingdom since 1986. The term 'Kingdom Relations' refers to the relations between
the various Caribbean parts and the European part of the Kingdom (the Netherlands).

Most inhabitants of the Caribbean islands have the Dutch nationality. They are therefore free to move to the
Netherlands.

The residents of the three Caribbean countries currently do not have the right to vote in the parliamentary
elections. The rights and facilities of residents of the Caribbean municipalities also differ in some respects
from those in the European Netherlands."



4. Results and analysis

As indicated, the opinion survey started with three knowledge questions about the

Kingdom; see Table 1.° The response patterns show an interesting picture. More than
three-quarters of the respondents correctly indicate that Aruba, Curagao and Sint Maarten
are countries in the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

be. Only a little more than 10% indicate that they do not know the answer to this question.
A smaller majority of almost 65% correctly indicates that most residents of the Caribbean
parts of the Kingdom have Dutch nationality. The group that gives the incorrect answer
here is slightly larger (almost 14%), but especially the group of respondents who indicate
that they do not know the answer is larger than in the first question (almost 22%). To the
third question, a large minority — and therefore the largest group — gives an incorrect
answer: more than 40% of respondents mistakenly think that residents of the Caribbean
countries in the Kingdom are allowed to vote in the parliamentary elections. Almost 30%
of respondents give the correct answer here, and another almost 30% indicate that they
do not know the correct answer.

Table 1: Knowledge questions about the Kingdom (most common answer in bold)

Theorem: That' That's Don't | Doesn'
s not true kno t mean

a. The Caribbean islands of Aruba, Curagao 76,3% 12,5% 10,6% 0,7%

and Sint Maarten are countries in the Kingdom.

b. Most residents of the Caribbean parts of the 63,8% 13,9% | 21,7% 0,7%

Kingdom have Dutch nationality.

c. Residents of the Caribbean countries in the 40,5% 29,6% 29,2% 0,7%

Kingdom may vote in the parliamentary elections.

The answers to the knowledge questions thus paint a mixed picture; Two questions are
answered mostly correctly, one question is not. However, when respondents are asked
to make their own assessment of their familiarity with Kingdom Relations, an
overwhelming majority of almost three-quarters indicate that they are not very familiar
with it or even (entirely) unfamiliar with it, while only less than a quarter indicate that they
are very good or somewhat familiar with it (see Table 2).

In conclusion, it can be said that the largest group of respondents is probably not well
acquainted with Kingdom Relations, despite the fact that (relative) majorities are the

%1n these knowledge questions, it was explicitly stated that respondents were not supposed to look up the
answers. However, it can never be completely ruled out that this has happened, although the chance of it
happening is small for the LISS panel.



first two factual knowledge questions correctly. It could be that these two knowledge
questions were relatively easy to answer (especially compared to the third question).
Moreover, it cannot be ruled out that respondents looked up the answers, or gave an
answer somewhat randomly (and research has shown that even in the absence of relevant
knowledge, people are more likely to indicate that something is true than that something is
not true). The question about the self-assessment of the level of knowledge is probably
crucial in this case and in any case clearly indicates that one does not feel familiar with
Kingdom relations.

Table 2: Can you indicate how familiar or unfamiliar you are with the Kingdom relations
between the European Netherlands and the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom? (most common
answer in bold)

| am very familiar with that 1,2%
| am somewhat familiar with that 22,5%
I'm not very familiar with that 56,2%
| am (completely) unfamiliar with that 18,4%
Doesn't mean 1,6%

The knowledge questions were followed by a number of statements about Kingdom
Relations. Three of these were about political relations, and the reactions to these
propositions are shown in Table 3. The most striking pattern in the answers is that the
largest group of respondents (between 38% and 46%) indicate that they do not know the
answer or do not have an opinion. The reason for this cannot be determined with certainty,
but in view of the answers to the question about familiarity with Kingdom Relations, a
plausible explanation is that many respondents feel that they have too little background
knowledge to formulate a clear opinion about these statements.

Of the respondents who did respond to the first statement, the largest group indicated that the
constitutional relationship between the European Netherlands and the Caribbean parts of the
Kingdom should remain as it is. Almost a third agree or strongly agree with this, while just over
20% disagree. On the other hand, more than 45% of respondents indicate that they
(completely) disagree with the statement that the Caribbean countries in the Kingdom should
become a province of the Netherlands; Only less than 15% agree or strongly agree with this
statement. Just over 40% of respondents express a preference for independence of the
Caribbean islands, while just over 20% are opposed to this.



Table 3: Statements about the political relations (most answered in bold)

Totally Agr Disag | Strongly | Doesn Don 't
agree ee ree disagree 't know/no
mean opinion

The constitutional
relationship between the 4,9% 27, 7% | 15,7% 4,6% 0,9% 45,8%
European Netherlands and
the Caribbean parts of the
Kingdom must remain as it
The Caribbean countries in
the Kingdom (Aruba, 3,3% 10,1% | 32,7% 13,3% 0,9% 39,1%
Curacgao and Sint Maarten)
must become a province of
the Netherlands

The Caribbean islands would 12,0% 28,1% | 16,3% 3,8% 0,8% 38,5%
be better off becoming
completely independent.

These results offer a clear contrast to Maurice de Hond's 2015 opinion survey, in which 61%
of respondents expressed a preference for independence and only 6% indicated that they
did not know the answer. This difference may be explained by the different (more balanced
or neutral) way in which the question is formulated in this study. Another explanation could
be that the opinions of European Dutch people have shifted in the past 10 years, for example
due to the greater attention paid to the Dutch colonial and slavery past, or the social debate
around (institutional) racism. Although the question is, of course, whether respondents link
those debates to a certain political status for the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom.

The other statements in this block of questions dealt with various themes, including
financial support for the Caribbean islands, voting rights in the parliamentary elections,
free migration to the Netherlands, equal social services for the inhabitants of the
Caribbean Netherlands, education about Kingdom Relations, and the question of whether
the Netherlands has a moral duty of care for the islands. Although these are thematically
different statements, a number of remarkable patterns emerge from the answers (see
Table 4).

Firstly, a relatively large group of respondents (between 19% and 29%) also indicated that they
did not know the answer or had no opinion. This group is considerably smaller than in the
questions about the political status of the Caribbean islands,



but significant nonetheless. Again, it is obvious that the low (self-estimated) familiarity of
respondents with Kingdom Relations can explain this pattern.

A second striking pattern that emerges from the reactions to these statements is that
the opinions about the ties with the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom are less negative
than is often assumed.” A majority of more than 55% of respondents (completely) agree
with the statement that the Netherlands has a moral obligation to ensure that the
Caribbean islands; Just over 20% disagree with this statement. Almost half of the
respondents indicate that they disagree with the statement that the Netherlands should no
longer support the islands financially. Only less than a quarter of respondents indicate that
they agree with this statement. It is therefore clear from the responses to these statements
that respondents overwhelmingly believe that the Netherlands should continue to make
resources available for the islands.

There has been regular discussion in Dutch politics about restricting the free migration of
residents of the Caribbean islands to the Netherlands.'® A narrow majority of
respondents appear to (completely) disagree with the statement that residents of the
Caribbean islands are no longer allowed to move freely to the Netherlands. Only slightly
more than 20% of respondents agree with the statement that proposes restricting free
migration.

Since 2010, there has been a lot of discussion, especially on the islands of the Caribbean
Netherlands (Bonaire, Saba and St Eustatius), about the lagging social rights and

provisions compared to the European Netherlands.'' Responses to the statement in this
regard show that more than

40% of the respondents believe that residents of the Caribbean municipalities should have
the same social rights and facilities as European Dutch citizens. An equally significant, but
slightly smaller group of almost 30% disagrees (completely) with this statement.

Most Dutch people living in the Caribbean countries of the Kingdom do not have the right
to vote in the parliamentary elections. Nevertheless, the Dutch parliament adopts laws
and treaties that apply to the entire Kingdom (and therefore also the Caribbean countries);
this is called the democratic deficit in the Kingdom. In a recent spontaneous

°See an extensive discussion of this assumption in Gert Oostindie and Wouter Veenendaal (2022).
Discomfort: Six Caribbean Islands and the Netherlands (Amsterdam: Prometheus), pp. 225-241.

'°The VVD has proposed a bill for this twice (by Minister Rita Verdonk in 2006 and by MP André Bosman
in 2012); it has also been regularly discussed by representatives of the PVV.

' For a detailed discussion, see Gert Oostindie and Wouter Veenendaal (2022). Discomfort: Six Caribbean
Islands and the Netherlands (Amsterdam: Prometheus), pp. 152-177.
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In its opinion, the Council of State advocated eliminating this deficit by granting the right to

vote to all Dutch citizens living in the Caribbean countries.'” The answers to the statement
on this subject do not show much support for this proposal among European Dutch

enthusiasm. More than 45% of respondents are against granting voting rights to Dutch
citizens in Aruba, Curagao and Sint Maarten, while less than a quarter are in favor of it.

Table 4: Statements on other themes (most answered in bold)

Totally Agr Disag | Strongly | Doesn Don't

agree ee ree disagree 't know/no
mean | opinion
The Netherlands should no 6,5% 15,9% | 37,6% 10,8% 0,8% 27,8%

longer financially support the
Caribbean islands in the

All Dutch citizens living in 4,9% 19,0% | 33,4% 13,1% 0,8% 28,4%
Aruba, Curacao and Sint
Maarten should be given the
right to vote in the
parliamentary elections.

The Netherlands must ensure 5,7% 15,6% | 36,6% 15,4% 0,9% 25,3%
that residents of the Caribbean
islands are no longer allowed
to move freely to the

The Netherlands must ensure 8,9% 31,8% | 23,0% 6,2% 0,8% 28,8%
that residents of the Caribbean
municipalities (Bonaire, Saba
and St. Eustatius) have the
same social benefits as
European Dutch citizens.

The Netherlands has a 11,5% | 44,6% | 15,2% 4,9% 0,9% 22.4%
moral obligation to take care
of the Caribbean islands.

In Dutch education, attention 16,5% 53,6% | 6,9% 2,4% 0,9% 19,2%
must be paid to Kingdom
relations.

Finally, a statement has been formulated about attention to Kingdom relations in Dutch education.
The answers show that an overwhelming majority of about 70% believe that attention should be
paid to Kingdom relations in Dutch education. Only less than 10% disagree or strongly disagree
with this statement. This clearly shows that the unfamiliarity with Kingdom relations (see

12Zje htt ps://w w w. raadvanstate.nl /actueel /nie u ws/ok tob er/sp on taan -adv ies- over-70-j aar-statu ut/
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Table 2) does not mean that this is not considered an important subject, which should be paid
attention to in Dutch education.

The statements were followed by a question about the role that the Netherlands should
or should not play in addressing specific issues and social problems on the Caribbean
islands in the Kingdom. Respondents were able to indicate for each of these issues by
means of a seven-point scale whether or not they think the Dutch government should do
something about this. The answers to these questions are shown in Table 5.

Table 5: The Netherlands is involved in various issues on the Caribbean islands through
Kingdom Relations. Can you indicate for each question on a scale of 1 to 7 whether you think
the Dutch government should do nothing (1) or a lot (7) about this? (median in bold)

Do nothing about it at all Doing a lot about — | Do Don
esn 't
't kno
wa w
[ 2 3 4 5 6 7
(a) Poverty 3,6% 2,7% | 6,6% 14,8% | 22,2% | 17,7% | 16,6% | 0,7% | 14,4%
reduction
(b) Fight 3,1% 1,3% | 2,7% 7,8% 16,6% | 21,8% | 31,6% | 0,7% | 13,7%
against
c) 4,1% 2,6% | 5,8% 12,8% | 21,1% | 185% | 14,1% | 0,6% | 19,7%
Strengthenin
d) Maintaining 3,3% 3,0% | 4,6% 12,9% | 20,8% | 20,2% | 19.2% | 0,5% | 14,9%
security in the
e) Protecting 3,6% 24% | 4,8% 12,1% | 20,3% | 20,1% | 22,2% | 0,5% | 13,4%
nature and the
f) Limiting the 5,0% 3,5% | 5,5% 147% | 19,4% | 16,8% | 17,9% | 0,7% | 15,7%
effects of climate
change
g) Helping to 1,2% | 91% | 11,9% | 15,5% | 150% | 8,1% 57% 0,5% | 22,2%
receive refugees
from Venezuela
(h) 3,1% 1,4% | 3,2% 8,3% 151% | 19,6% | 34,3% | 0,7% | 13,7%
Combating

A first striking fact is that the group of respondents who indicate that they do not have an
opinion or do not know the answer to these questions is smaller than in the previous parts
of the opinion survey. It is now a group of 13% to 23% of respondents. In addition, the
answers to these questions show that most respondents are of the opinion that the Dutch
government should do something about it for almost every one of the themes
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do. Table 5 shows the median of respondents' answers (excluding those who do not want
to answer, do not know the answer or have no opinion) in bold. This shows that
respondents would like to see a strong role for the Netherlands, especially when it comes
to combating corruption and drug trafficking. They would also predominantly like the
Netherlands to play a role in poverty reduction, strengthening governance, maintaining
security in the region, protecting nature and the environment, and limiting the impact of
climate change on the islands. Only when it comes to the reception of refugees from
Venezuela are respondents less outspoken about an active Dutch role; The response
pattern here is clearly more mixed.

In the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom, there are often complaints about a lack of interest
and involvement from the Netherlands.'* However, the results in Table 5 show that the

show that respondents do value an active role for the Netherlands in the Caribbean parts
of the Kingdom, at least when it comes to the themes asked about in this survey. Some
of these themes are primarily a matter for the Kingdom (such as maintaining security and
ensuring good governance), while others are primarily part of the internal responsibilities
of the autonomous countries (such as poverty reduction and the protection of nature and
the environment). In the three Caribbean municipalities, the Netherlands and the local
government are responsible for these tasks. Respondents are probably not well aware of
this division of tasks: they do not seem to make any distinction in this regard and generally
believe that the Netherlands should play an active role in both Kingdom affairs and
internal affairs of the Caribbean countries.

Results broken down by level of knowledge about the Kingdom relat ies

In addition to the descriptive analysis of the response patterns, three further analyses of
the results were carried out in order to compare the opinions of specific groups of
respondents. First, the relationship between respondents' familiarity with Kingdom
Relations and their answers to the statements was examined. For example, it will be
examined whether respondents who (according to themselves) are well acquainted with
Kingdom Relations have different opinions than respondents who say they are not well
acquainted with them.

The results of these analyses are presented in separate bar graphs that can be found in
the appendix (from p. 16). Two clear patterns emerge from this. First, the group of
respondents who do not think they are good or

13 As shown by the results of the opinion survey on the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in 2015. See Wouter Veenendaal (2016), Final report CCC opinion survey. Leiden: KITLV.
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unfamiliar with Kingdom Relations are much more likely to be "don't know" or "no opinion"
as an answer to the statements, while this answer option is used considerably less by
respondents who indicate that they are familiar with Kingdom Relations. This is not
necessarily a surprising finding, if it can be assumed that opinions have some factual basis.

The second pattern that emerges from the analyses is more remarkable. Respondents
who think they are familiar with Kingdom Relations clearly have different opinions than
respondents who are not familiar with Kingdom Relations. Specifically, respondents who
say they are familiar with Kingdom Relations are significantly more likely to indicate:

e That the constitutional relationship between the European Netherlands and the
Caribbean parts of the Kingdom must remain as it is;

e That the Caribbean countries in the Kingdom should become a province of the
Netherlands;

e That the Caribbean islands in the Kingdom should not become independent;

e That the Netherlands must continue to financially support the Caribbean islands in
the Kingdom;

e That Dutch people in Aruba, Curacao and Sint Maarten should have the right to
vote in the parliamentary elections;

e That residents of the Caribbean islands may continue to move freely to the
Netherlands;

e That residents of the Caribbean municipalities should have the same social
services as European Dutch citizens;

e That the Netherlands has a moral obligation to take care of the Caribbean islands;

¢ And that Dutch education should pay attention to Kingdom Relations.

In summary, this analysis shows that respondents who say they are more familiar with
Kingdom relations have a greater affinity and involvement with the (inhabitants of the)
Caribbean parts of the Kingdom. Respondents who are less or not familiar with Kingdom
Relations are comparatively more likely to indicate that they have no opinion, or that they
take positions that show a more distant or colder attitude towards the islands and their
inhabitants.
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Results broken down by party leader

Secondly, the extent to which voting behaviour in the last parliamentary elections is
related to opinions about Kingdom relations was examined. The LISS panel contains
information about voting behaviour in the most recent parliamentary elections (2023),
which can be compared to the answers to the statements on Kingdom Relations. In this
way, it can be examined whether there are (large) differences in opinions about Kingdom
relations between the voters for the various political parties. Due to the large number of
games and the clear response patterns, these results are not presented in tables or
figures.

A first striking finding is that there are actually few major differences of opinion between
supporters of the various parties. On almost all statements, the opinions of the voters on
the various political parties are quite close to each other. This can also be understood in
the light of the lack of knowledge about the Kingdom discussed earlier, and the fact that
Kingdom relations are not an important theme in Dutch politics. Political parties do not or
hardly profile themselves on this theme, and the theme therefore does not distinguish
sharply between voters on the different parties.

However, there are some differences between the voters for the various parties. Voters for the
PVV and FVD are more likely than voters for other parties to believe that the Netherlands should
no longer support the islands financially. In addition, voters for the PVV believe to a greater extent
than others that residents of the islands should no longer be able to move freely to the
Netherlands. This is in line with the positions that the PVV has previously taken on the Kingdom.
FVD voters believe to a greater extent than other respondents that the Netherlands has no moral
obligation to take care of the islands, and PvdD voters believe to a greater extent than others
that state relations should not remain as they are.

Only on the question of whether residents of the Caribbean Netherlands should have the
same social services as the European Netherlands, a clearer difference can be seen on
the basis of party choice, which seems to coincide reasonably with the left-right dimension
in Dutch politics. Voters of parties with a (centre) left or Christian Democratic signature (GL-
PvdA, D66, SP and also CDA and CU) agree to a greater extent with the statement that
social services in the Caribbean Netherlands should be equalised. Voters of parties with a
more right-wing signature (VVD, PVV, NSC and BBB) disagree more strongly with this
statement.

14



Opinions of respondents and with a Caribbean background

Finally, a group of respondents who is special for this study, but very small in the sample, was
examined, namely those who identify themselves as Caribbean Dutch (coded as Antillean,
Curacao or Aruban in the LISS panel). They can be considered to belong to the Antillean diaspora
community in the Netherlands. This concerns only 36 of the 2,843 respondents (1.27% of the
total), and that small number means that these results must be viewed with considerable caution
for research reasons. Therefore, the results of this analysis are not presented in a separate table
or figure. Nevertheless, this very small group appears to have clearly different opinions on a
number of points compared to the other respondents.

Firstly, a larger proportion of this group of 'Caribbean' respondents look positively at the integration
of the islands in the Netherlands as a province, while on the other hand, a larger proportion look
negatively at full independence for the islands. Secondly, they believe to an even greater extent
than others that the Netherlands should support the islands financially, that the Netherlands has
a moral obligation to take care of the islands, that residents of the islands may continue to move
freely to the Netherlands, and that residents of the Caribbean Netherlands should receive the
same social benefits as residents of the European Netherlands. Finally, these respondents are
more positive than others about voting rights for residents of Caribbean countries in the House of
Representatives elections; where the large group of respondents is negative about this, the
respondents with a Caribbean background are more divided about this.

5. Conclusions

In this report, some of the main results of the opinion survey on Kingdom Relations were
presented and discussed. As indicated in the introduction, there has so far been no good
picture of the opinions of European Dutch people about the Kingdom and Kingdom
relations. This opinion survey provides for the first time a comprehensive and thorough
analysis of the attitude of European Dutch towards the Kingdom.

In any case, four conclusions can be drawn from the above analyses:
e Firstly, the research shows that European Dutch people have litle knowledge of the
Kingdom and Kingdom relations. This will probably lead to many indicating that they have

no opinion on specific statements or questions about Kingdom Relations, or say that they
do not know the answer.
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e Secondly, it appears that the lack of awareness (of which people are well aware) does not
directly translate into a lack of affinity with the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom. Unknown
does not necessarily mean unloved, as is evident from the responses to statements about
financial support, free migration, a moral duty of care, and education about Kingdom
Relations. Most respondents also believe that the Netherlands should play an active role
on the Caribbean islands.

e Thirdly, however, it appears that respondents who are more familiar with Kingdom
Relations show an (even) greater affinity with the Caribbean parts of the Kingdom than
respondents who are unfamiliar with Kingdom Relations.

e Fourth and finally, there appear to be no major differences in views on Kingdom relations
between voters for the various Dutch political parties (in 2023). Voters of parties with a
more right-wing signature take a slightly more distant position with regard to the Caribbean
parts of the Kingdom than voters of parties with a left-wing or Christian Democratic
signature, but these differences are not very large.

Although this report offers a discussion of some important results of the opinion survey, the
data can be used to make much more extensive and specific analyses. Moreover, the
results of this survey can be compared with the opinion survey conducted in 2015 on the
Caribbean islands of the Kingdom. These analyses and comparisons will be further
elaborated in scientific publications in the coming period. In addition, the plan is to conduct
a repeat of this survey towards the end of the chair (in 2028 or 2029), to see whether there
have been major shifts in opinions on Kingdom Relations over time. Hopefully, this will also
lay the foundation for periodic systematic scientific opinion research on Kingdom relations,
in both the European and Caribbean parts of the Kingdom.
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6. Appendix: answers to statements broken down by familiarity with Kingdom Relations

Percent

60

50

40

30

20

_ De staatkundige relatie
tussen Europees Nederland
en de Caribische delen in het
Koninkrijk moet blijven zoals
die is.

EHelemaal mee oneens
] B Mee oneens
B Mee eens
M Helemaal mes eens
Cweet niet/geen mening
Owil niet zeggen

Il ben daar zeer goed  lkben daar enigszins Ik ben daarniet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.



Percent

80

50

40

30

20

10

De Caribische landen in het
Koninkrijk (Aruba, Curagao
en Sint Maarten) moeten een
provincie van Nederland
worden.

EHelemaal mee oneens
B mee oneens

Wee cens

MHelemaal mee eens
Owest niet/geen mening
Owvil niet zeggen

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daar niet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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a0

40

30

Percent

20

10

De Caribische eilanden

zouden beter helemaal

ohafhankelijk kunnen
worden.

EHelemaal mee oneens
Eee oneens

W ee sens

M Helemaal mee eens
Oweet niet/geen mening
CIwil niet zeggen

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins
bekend mee

Ik ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee
Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.

Ik ben daar niet goed
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Percent

a0

40

30

20

10

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daar niet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.

20

Nederland moet de
Caribische eilanden in het
Koninkrijk niet langer
financieel ondersteunen.

EHelemaal mee oneens
Eiee aneens

W ee cens

M Helemaal mee eens
Oweet niet/geen mening
Wil niet zeggen



Percent

a0

40

30

20

— Alle Nederlanders die op
Aruba, Curagao en Sint
Maarten wonen, moeten

stemrecht krijgen voor de

Tweede Kamerverkiezingen.

EHelemaal mee oneens
B e oneens

B iee cens

B Helemaal mee eens
CIweet nist/geen mening
EIwil nist zeggen

Ik ben daarzeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daarnietgoed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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Percent

&0

S0

40

30

20

10

Nederland moet ervoor
zorgen dat inwoners van de
Caribische eilanden niet
— meer vrij naar Nederland

mogen verhuizen.

O Helemaal mee oneens
Wz onsens

W Mee eens

M Helemaal mee eens
Owest nist/geen mening
Owil nist zeggen

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daar niet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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Percent

G0

a0

40

30

20

10

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins |k ben daar niet goed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.

23

Nederland moet ervoor
zorgen dat inwoners van de
Caribische gemeenten
(Bonaire, Saba en Sint
Eustatius) dezelfde sociale
voorzieningen hebben als
Europese Nederlanders.

OHelemaal mee aneens
B ee oneens

B ee cens

B Helemaal mee eens
Owest niet/gesn mening
Ewil niet zeggen



Percent

G0

a0

40

30

20

10

Il ben daar zeer goed |k bendaar enigszins |k bendaarnietgoed |k ben daar (geheel)
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.

24

Nederland heeft een morele
plicht om voor de Caribische
eilanden te zorgen.

OHelemaal mee aneens
Eee oneens

B ee cens

B Helemaal mee eens
Owest niet/gesn mening
Ewil niet zeggen



Percent

60

40

20

Ik ben daar zeer goed |k ben daar enigszins Ik ben daar niet goed
bekend mee bekend mee bekend mee

In het Nederlandse
onderwijs moet aandacht
worden besteed aan de
Koninkrijksrelaties.

EHelemaal mee oneens
Eiee aneens

W ee cens

M Helemaal mee eens
[D'weet niet/geen mening
Wil niet zeggen

Ik ben daar (geheel)
onbekend mee

Geeft u aan hoe bekend of onbekend u bent met de Koninkrijksrelaties tussen
Europees Nederland en de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk.
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